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NOTES FROM MELESA
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Dear ones,
With the news of Deacon Marge’s retirement from parish ministry, there have been several
questions about the role of the diaconate and what will happen when Deacon Marge retires.
The role of deacon can vary from denomination to denomination, so I thought I would share a
little about the diaconate in the Episcopal Church and this period of transition.
The diaconate is one of three distinct orders of ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church
(deacons, priests and bishops). Their ministry "is to represent Christ and his Church, particularly
as a servant of those in need; and to assist bishops and priests in the proclamation of the
Gospel and the administration of the sacraments." (BCP 856)
The ministry of a deacon is further explained in the ordination rite when the Bishop addresses
the individuals who is to be ordained to the diaconate saying:
My brother/sister, every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, serving God the
Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit. God now calls you to a special ministry of
servanthood directly under your bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve all
people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely.
As a deacon in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek nourishment
from them, and to model your life upon them. You are to make Christ and his
redemptive love known, by your word and example, to those among whom you live, and
work, and worship. You are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of
the world. You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the
ministration of God's Word and Sacraments, and you are to carry out other duties

assigned to you from time to time. At all times, your life and teaching are to show
Christ's people that in serving the helpless they are serving Christ himself. (BCP 543)
The deacon serves as a bridge between Church and world, and we see Deacon Marge do that
each week as she proclaims the Good News (the Gospel) for the world, brings the needs of the
world into our intercessions, and sends us out into the world with the dismissal so that we can
all live into our baptismal ministry. Deacons serve directly under the bishop of a diocese, and
are placed in parishes and communities by the bishop. Deacon Marge was placed at St. Thomas
by Bishop Steven Miller, and we are so grateful she was! It is the office of the bishop that would
direct the placement of any other deacons at St. Thomas.
With that said, I firmly believe that now is the time to cherish and celebrate Deacon Marge’s
ministry among us. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, August 14th, which will be Deacon
Marge’s last Sunday with us. We will hold receptions after each service, pray over her, and
send her out with gratitude and joy that day!
Grace and peace,

Melesa+
PS - if you would like to help with hospitality at the receptions, please let me know. Also, we
will be collecting funds to send with Deacon Marge on her last Sunday. If you would like to
contribute, please write “Deacon Marge” in the memo line of your check or giving envelope.

DEACON’S NEWS AND NOTES

I like July!
It starts the second half of the year with a bang.
It has the longest hours of sunlight because July has the longest day. (Of course, we are talking
specifically about the Northern hemisphere.)
It is crammed with great summer events: beer gardens; Bristol Renaissance Faire; Bastille days;
multiple concerts and festivals, sometimes three or four on one day.
The trees are lush with leaves.
One thought comes to my mind: Savor the Moment!
And I also think of Jeanne Langenberg. At each of the prayer times, (MP, EP and Noon) she
reminded us of mindfulness – savoring the present moment. She offered me a breath
meditation that allows one to simply savor the freedom to let the mind be. Now I offer it to
you.
Take One Breath In the Morning – 5 minutes
1. Sit comfortably and relax. Let your attention settle on the feeling of the breath at the
nostrils, chest or abdomen. As you breathe in make the silent mental note “in” and as
you breathe out you can count “one.” Continue: Inhale – “in”; exhale – “two.” Inhale –
“in”; exhale – “three.” When you get to ten, you can begin again.
2. If your mind becomes distracted, and you lose touch with the breath—that’s OK. You
can begin again. Stay connected to the rhythm of the breath with the mental note and
the number.
3. See if your awareness of the breath can be full and complete. Your attention is
wholehearted with “in, five” “in, six” “in, seven” all the way to ten. Each breath is full
and complete on its own, with the counting there to support you.
4. When you feel ready, you can move into the rest of your day.
(From Connect with Presence by Sharon Salzberg)
My July reflection: SAVOR THE MOMENT.
Peace and prayers,
Deacon Marge

DIOCESAN BEAT

July – No Executive Council
Trialogue
The Trialogue is composed of the three Episcopal dioceses of Wisconsin that are
exploring reunification into one diocese. It is a work in progress and the
outcome of the process is uncertain. They value all participation and input as
they consider:
• combining financial, human and spiritual resources to better support each of
the existing congregations
• encouraging, cultivating, and nurturing new communities of worship and
discipleship
• forming disciples equipped to live faithfully in these times
• finding ways to faithfully and responsibly use various communication methods
to better reach all ages
• encouraging and training lay leadership
Save The Dates
Diocesan Convention – In person
Italian Community Center -- Milwaukee
Friday, October 7th (evening), and Saturday, October 8th
Keynote Speaker: Becca Stevens, Thistle Farms
A Single Candle Cuts Through the Darkest Night
The work of love is to keep lighting the way for millions of women still searching
for a way out. For 25 years, Thistle Farms has lit a pathway of healing and hope
for women survivors of trafficking, prostitution, and addiction.
Our 2022 convention delegates:
1. Todd Domenget
2. Lisa Chmielewski
3. Erika Stoving
4. Sheryl Slocum
Margaret Done is the alternate.

SENIOR WARDEN NOTES
July is here and it’s time for summer vacations!! For the past few years, around now, we make
the annual road trip to New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania to visit our families. This year
July is our quiet month as we are not taking trips this month. I will admit it does feel very
strange staying put as everyone else goes on their vacations.
Thank you to everyone who came to the re-scheduled parish picnic and to everyone who
helped. I want to name everyone by name, but I am sure that I will forget someone. Everyone
played a part in making this successful. Attendance was small, but it was nice to gather with
others. People who attended told me it didn’t matter the size of the group, just the fact that
we were able to have this event meant the world to them. Hopefully this will become an
annual thing.
Join us on August 14th, we will celebrate Deacon Marge’s last Sunday with us. Deacon Marge
has been part of the St. Thomas family since 2013. I mentioned to Deacon Marge that Maggie
was in 4th grade or so when Deacon Marge started at St. Thomas and now Maggie will be
starting her 2nd year in college! Deacon Marge has become so much of a fixture of St. Thomas.
I will write more about Deacon Marge next month.
Enjoy your July.

Erika

JULY 2022 News from Outreach ~ Fantastic Giving:
Month

2022

January

Guest House

$ 810
Updated

February

Milwaukee Rescue Mission

March

Repairers of the Breach

$ 877

April

Community Projects for Seniors

$ 972

May

The Gathering

June

Franciscan Peacemakers

July

Sojourner Family Peace House

August

Ukrainian family newly relocated from war zone to Oak Creek

September

House of Peace

October

Street Angels

November

Penfield Children’s Center

December

Salvation Army

January 2023

Guest House

$ 1,027

$1,362

$1,052

July Outreach Collection: Sojourner Family Peace Center

TRANSFORMING LIVES
Sojourner Family Peace Center is the largest nonprofit provider of
domestic violence prevention and intervention services in Wisconsin,
serving over 11,800 clients each year. Sojourner provides an array of
support aimed at helping families affected by domestic violence achieve
safety, justice and well-being.

VIOLENCE IS A FORCE THAT
EXPANDS AND GROWS. BUT SO IS
HEALING.
SURVIVOR
June Fantastic Giving:
June Outreach Collection: St. Francis Peacemakers: $1,052
Franciscan Peacemakers provides a pathway to sustainable, healthy, safe, and productive lives
for women engaging in prostitution due to trauma, human sex trafficking, drug addiction.

Our ongoing parish supports for the Milwaukee
Community:
Gently used paperback and hardcover books and magazines to be distributed at the
prison and jail. There is a bookcase in the gathering area where you can drop them off. This
collection will continue, watch for signs for an ongoing total of books delivered. New location
in the library next to the gathering space.
1279 paperback books and
349 magazines
164 hardcover books

Gathering Request: Because food is given to guests at the door (take-away) clean
used plastic grocery bags are needed. If you would like to reduce your stash please
drop off at church on Sundays or during Office Hours 9:00 - 1:00 Monday Thursday. There is a box in the cloakroom to leave your bag of bags.
Food Box: Some parish members have been bringing food to donate on a regular
basis. We now have a box in the cloakroom where you can drop off these items. We
take the food to the House of Peace Food Pantry.

A hands-on opportunity for all members of STOC to serve your community:
The Gathering serves lunches to the homeless on Saturdays and includes a bagged
lunch with a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. The outreach committee agreed that
making these sandwiches on a regular basis would be a great way for everyone,
including families, to do a service project. We are now committed to preparing 300
sandwiches each month. June 13 sandwich makers gathered again and in quick time
assembled and bagged over 300 sandwiches. The coordinators for both Running
Rebels and Ascension Lutheran sites were so appreciative of the gift we gave and
nothing was wasted. Whatever is unused on Saturday is refrigerated and offered to
guests on Monday!
Monday, July 11 at 4:00 we will meet at church to start the Peanut Butter and Jelly
Sandwich assembly line. We will stay until we are done but please if you can only help
for a little while you are welcome and appreciated. Please join us, the more hands the
quicker we will finish.

Canterbury Crafters:

The knitting needles and crochet hooks
continue to fly and create lap robes for hospice. Barb Miller would like me
to remind everyone to please start creating winter mittens, scarves, and
hats. Even in August, people who are homeless and sleeping near Lake
Michigan start to feel the cold. Please place your creations in the collection
box in the cloakroom and outreach will see they are blessed and delivered
promptly.

Volunteer Opportunity:
The Gathering opportunities to serve
Volunteer Sign-Up — Gathering of Southeast Wisconsin

LOOKING FORWARD
Monday, August 15 at 4:00 we will meet at church to start the Peanut
Butter and Jelly Sandwich assembly line. We will stay until we are done
but please if you can only help for a little while you are welcome and
appreciated. Please join us, the more hands the quicker we will finish.

Parish School Supply Collection for Next Door Foundation will be in
July and August. Please see the list below and bags will be handed out
after mass soon.
August Outreach Collection:
For a Ukrainian Family recently relocated to Oak Creek from
the war zone.

Next Outreach Meeting:
Sunday, July 17 at 9:15 in the church Library
ALL are welcome!
~ John & Linda Cram

Back to School
Supply Drive
To Benefit: Next Door Foundation
Backpack
Pencil bag or box
Washable white glue, 8 oz bottle
Glue sticks
Crayons, 24 count
Colored pencils, 24 count
No. 2 yellow pencils
Large rectangular eraser, pink
Spiral notebooks (1 subject and 3
subject)
Pocket folders
3 - prong pocket folders
Notebook paper
12" ruler (inches and centimeters)
Blue, black and red ink pens (not
gel)

Washable markers, 8 count
Low odor dry erase markers
Dry erase eraser
Post-it Notes 3 x 3
Headphones 3- ring binder
or earbuds
Notecards
Highlighters, different colors
3-ring Binder

FINANCIAL INFORMATION – 2022 Second Quarter Treasurer’s Report
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
STOC continues to maintain a strong financial condition. We
finished the first half of 2022 with an operational surplus
(profit) of $12,000. The parish continues to receive an annual
grant from the Diocese ($40,000). Through June, $20,000
was received from the grant. Without the grant, we would
have finished the first half of the year with an operational
deficit of $8,000.

Funds in the Money Market account are reserved for
designated purposes. The following chart shows the
balances in each of the equity accounts.

Equity Account Balances - Total $70,500
2021 Cap Cmpgn, $6,800
Bdgs/Grounds, $27,900
Cap Imprvmnts, $22,500

INCOME & EXPENSES
Income: Budget: $120,000; Actual: $124,000
Actual income exceeds budgeted income by $4,000. This is
accounted for by plate contributions exceeding its budget.
Expenses: Budget: $139,500; Actual: $131,500
Actual expenses are below the budget by $8,000.
Underspending in multiple expense categories accounts for
the $8,000.
BANK ACCOUNTS
The total balances in our Bank Accounts are basically
unchanged from January to June.

Operations Checking
Money Market
Columbarium
Discretionary Fund
Total

1/1/22 6/30/22
$124,600 $129,400
$74,100 $70,500
$8,000
$8,000
$3,300
$3,000
$210,000 $210,900

Change
Amount Percent
$4,800
3.9%
($3,600)
-4.9%
$0
0.0%
($300)
-9.1%
$900
0.4%

INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS
The parish’s balances in our investment accounts decreased
14.2% in the first half of 2022. Any decrease is disappointing
but considering that the S&P 500 was down by 21% and
Investment-grade bonds were down by 17% it is less of a
decrease than the overall markets. The percents (21% & 17%)
are from the July 1, 2022 Wall Street Journal. The Flex
Endowment received its first donation in the amount of $5,000
in July. This will be reflected in the July financial statements.

Flexible Endowment Fund
STOC Endowment Fund
Yokers Fund
Total

1/1/22
$10,000
$49,500
$17,100
$76,600

Change
6/30/22 Amount Percent
$8,500
($1,500) -15.0%
$42,600
($6,900) -13.9%
$14,600
($2,500) -14.6%
$65,700 ($10,900) -14.2%

FINANCIAL
ASSETS - AS OF
6/30/22
EQUITY
ACCOUNT
BALANCES
STOC Endowment, $45,200

Sabbatical, $2,800

Worship Equity
Bdgs/Grounds
Altar Guild
Commty Grdn
Sabbatical
Prkng Lot Mtnce
Cap Imprvmnts
2021 Cap Cmpgn
Equity Accounts

Commty Grdn, $1,400

1/1/22
$200
$24,200
$4,400
$1,100
$2,300
$1,800
$20,600
$19,300
$73,900

6/30/22
$0
$27,900
$5,500
$1,400
$2,800
$3,600
$22,500
$6,800
$70,500

Change
($200)
$3,700
$1,100
$300
$500
$1,800
$1,900
($12,500)
($3,400)

Worship Equity - Moved to Altar Guild.
Buildings/Grounds - $3,600 contributed from 2022 Operating Budget.
Proceeds from Columbarium Niche sales are added to Buildings/Grounds
($1,500 for double niche; $975 for single niche).
Altar Guild - Funded from bequest by Ann Yokers who was active in the
Altar Guild.
Community Garden - Balance of Diocesan grant received for the
Community Garden plus contributions to Community Garden less
expenses associated with the Community Garden. Each gardener is
requested to contribute at least $10 per plot.
Sabbatical - Reserved for Mtr Melesa's 5-year Sabbatical. Per her
contract, she is entitled to $5,000 every 5 years for a Sabbatical. For
2022 and future years, $540 per year will be contributed from the
Operating Budget for her Sabbatical.
Parking Lot Maintenance - $1,800 contributed from 2022 Operating
Budget. Parking lot is re-sealed and striped every 3 years. Will be done
again in 2023.

TOTAL FINANCIAL ASSETS

Flexible Endowment,
$9,100

Altar Guild,
$5,500

Prkng Lot Mtnce, $3,600

Cap Imprvmnts - Reserved for major projects. This Equity Account is
funded by direct contributions from parishioners.

Yokers Fund, $15,500
Operations Checking,
$129,400

Discretionary Fund,
$3,000
Columbarium, $8,000

2021 Cap Campgn - This fund was used for repairs to the Sanctuary Roof
and Custom Gutters ($29,415), Rebuild Chimney and Brick Repairs to
Upper Column ($14,250), Replace two church air conditioners ($17,688),
Initial deposit to the Flexible Endowment ($10,000), and Replace Church
Basement Windows ($5,000). The remaining balance is $6,800.

Please note that June data is preliminary and there may be some
minor changes during the closing of the June books.
Money Market, $70,500

Questions: Ron Thorson, 920-342-9242, ronaldthorson@gmail.com
Financial Assets Total $280,700

THE LIGHT TOUCH by Diane Melang

For July my submission is a little piece I ran into the other day that I found heartwarming and I
hope you will too:
“I was in the act of kneeling down before the Lord my God, when a little bird came and perched
near my window, and thus preached to me: ‘O thou grave man, look on me, and learn
something, if not the deepest lesson, then a true one. Thy God made me, and the like of me;
and, if thou canst conceive it, loves me and cares for me. Thou studiest Him in great problems,
which oppress and confound thee: thou losest sight of one half of His ways. Learn to see thy
God not in great mysteries only, but in me also. His burden on me is light, His yoke on me is
easy; but thou makest burdens and yokes for thyself which are very grievous to be borne.
Things deep as Hell and high as Heaven thou considerest overmuch; but thou does not
‘consider the lilies’ sufficiently. If thou couldst be as a lily before God, for at least one hour in
the twenty-four, it would do thee good: I mean, if thou couldst cease to will and to think, and
be only. Consider, the lily is as really from God as thou art, and is a figure of something in Him, - the like of which should also be in thee. Thou longest to grow, but the lily grows without
longing; yes, without even thinking or willing, grows and is beautiful both to God and man.”
Author: Rev. John Pulsford (1816-1897)
From: Joy & Strength, Selections by Mary Wilder Tileston

“Behold the fowls of the air…. consider the lilies of the field” Matthew 6: 26, 28
~ Diane

SUMMER HAPPENINGS AT ST. THOMAS …
Parish Picnic: The rescheduled Parish Picnic took place on Sunday, July 26th. Parishioners
joined together under the blue, sunny skies to enjoy hot dogs and hamburgers grilled to
perfection and filled their plates with numerous side offerings that people brought to share.
What a joy to be able to once again enjoy each other’s company!

Fourth of July Parade: Monday, July 4th saw St. Thomas once again welcoming the children’s
portion of the Greendale parade. Restrooms were opened for participants; cool water was
available and fun temporary tattoos were offered as a special treat for the festivities.

Greendale Garden Gazing Tour: On Saturday, July 9th, STOC once again was part of the garden
tour. Additionally, a rest area for the people touring the gardens throughout the “A” section
was set up. Volunteers worked in the Meditation Garden area offering tables/chairs and
bottled water to those enjoying the variety of gardens available throughout the tour.

*Thanks to Gina Kuemmel for the Garden Tour pictures

JULY/AUGUST CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Angelina Mecikalski

July 12

Mark & Irene Slyfield

July 15

Brian Klumb

July 15

Michael & Terry Greiten

July 16

Karen Leszcynski

July 17

Franklin & Audrey Reineck

July 17

Fred Pedersen

July 19

Cindy Purpero

July 24

Margaret Done

July 20

Donald & Judith Stormoen

July 25

Roberta Malchow

July 21

Fr. Scott & Gina Kuemmel

July29

John Zick

July 30

Paul & Erika Stoving

August 2

Barb Miller

July 31

Bridget Done

August 3

Jessica Wigand

August 6

Lukas Carstens

August 8

